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The morning broke clear and cool when we arrived at the Ellis Porter/Riverside Pavilion.  
Ken Lueckenotte, G’s Chapter Director, found us this wonderful site.  It has a large pavil-
ion, a scenic overlook of the Missouri River, tons of parking, lights and fans in the pavil-
ion, two large barbeque pits and a kitchen for preparation.  As we prepared for the day, 
the weather was going to work with us for a day of coming together to the share with 
friends and family.  Chapters came in one by one.  The parking lot started to fill with 
bright colors and chrome.  It was quite a site for all.  Favorite side dishes and desserts 
started to fill the tables prepared for sharing with others.  Chefs Dave and Jerry prepared 
awesome pork steaks and very tasty hot dogs.  Apparently we needed more hot dogs 
because they went fast.  The side dishes and desserts went just as fast, but I don’t think 
anyone went away hungry.  Some of the District Team had never had Central Dairy Ice 
Cream, and as you know, we could not leave Jefferson City without that being resolved. 
The District Team thanks each and every one of you for your support. 
 
The next event is the Region Convention.  We are all invited to come share time with the 
Region Team.  Missouri will be handling the “manning” of the hospitality room.  I don’t 
think we will have much of a problem in a room full of cookies, desserts and favorite 
dishes, but someone has to do it.   So we do ask for just a bit of your time and talents 
(delicious snacks) while you’re there.   
 
Region E Rally—Moline, IL Sept 2-4, 2011  – The Region E Team would like to invite 
everyone up to have a fun filled weekend.  The theme is “Characters on Wings.”  Did it 
take you long to figure out who was going to be “Goofy”?  To quote Foghorn Leghorn 
“Lookit here son, I say son we are going to have some Fun, but in order to have fun you 
have to participate, son. “  
 I say son, you say where is it at: 
Ramada Airport & Convention Center Inn  
6902 27th St.  
Moline, IL 61265  
309-762-8811  
www.ramadamoline.com  
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Hopefully, by the time you read this, you will have eaten a great pork steak along with some excellent side 
dishes and enjoyed visiting with fellow GWRRA members from all across the state.  The District Picnic is a 
way of saying “THANK YOU!” to all the members in Missouri who have given of themselves to make this Dis-
trict one of the very best, and for the District Team to let the members know that we appreciate them and 
their participation!   
 
Sherry and I, as District Couple of the Year, have been representing the great state of Missouri while attend-
ing as many District Rallies as possible.  We have attended Wisconsin and Minnesota, then on to Illinois and 
Iowa.  While attending the District Rallies, we were able to meet most of the District Couples from the States 
that make up Region E.  I will say each District has chosen the Couples well.  We feel proud to be in such 
fine company.  While at these Rallies we were always asked to participate in some way.  Here are just a few 
of the many ways we participated and had FUN;  a Scavenger hunt game, a cake race, a not so newlywed 
game (where we didn’t get a single answer right!), and judging baked goods.  We were most honored when 
we were asked to participate as judges for the Iowa District Couple of the Year and Individual selection proc-
ess for 2011.  Iowa had 6 couple in the selection process plus 6 Individuals.  Every couple and each individ-
ual had a great time during the selection process.  I have never seen so many smiles and laughter.  Iowa did 
a great job with couple participation.  Missouri… you have your work cut out for you.  Chapter Directors, 
please encourage your Couple of the Year to participate in the selection process at Spring Fling on March 3, 
2012.  It’s never too early to plan.  We’d like to see a minimum of 3 Couples in the selection next year.   
 
Where do the characters fit in?  Come to the Region E Rally and you will see plenty!  I hear M-I-C-K-E-Y and 
the gang will be there.  And I’ll bet everyone can guess who ”Goofy” will be!  There will also be games galore, 
snacks in the hospitality room, great seminars, plus a super talent show Saturday night.  Last but not least, 
the Region E Couple Of the Year selection process will be held on Sunday at 10 am.  Sherry and I would like 
to ask each of you to attend the Region E Rally in Moline IL on September 2-4 and join in FUN.  While there, 
please support us and MISSOURI by wearing florescent safety green shirts during the Couple of the Year se-
lection process.  We are very honored that we were given the opportunity to represent our District as the Mis-
souri 2011 Couple Of the Year and are prepared to represent this great state to the best of our ability.  We 
hope to make you proud!  
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IN  MY  SADDLEBAGS  
THE “4 PREPS” 

 
A little review from some of the Experienced Rider Course material to preface my article this month!  Let's talk 
about the "4 Preps"... or those things that you should make sure are "ok to go", before you head out on each ride.  
Preparation is a key to safe and responsible riding. 

·     SIZE/FIT : How a rider "fits" a motorcycle can affect handling, 
·     MOTORCYCLE : T-CLOCS is a system for a pre-ride check, 
·     PROTECTIVE GEAR : Protective gear is for comfort and protection, 
·     MENTAL : Riding safely requires a rider's mind to be distraction-free and safety focused. 

I want to take a closer look at the first "prep" (SIZE/FIT) for a moment.  Some might think that once a rider has se-
lected their particular bike, based upon all the agreed criteria (height, weight, ergonomics, etc. and of course the 
color of the bike which we all know is the most important factor), that no further thought into this aspect of ride 
preparation is required! 
What about what happens to the handling of the motorcycle when we make changes to our creature comfort 
items?  I have seen a number of owners install things on their ride, with little regard to how it will effect the overall 
handling and the limitations that will be imposed on that handling.  Additions like handlebar setbacks, highway 
pegs/boards, throttle locks, and electronic gadgets, are just a few of the items which come to my mind from previ-
ous classes I have taught, and my own experiences.  Whenever we make changes to the original design of the 
bike, we must always be careful to retrain ourselves with the new characteristics of our ride, so there are no sur-
prises while out riding.  Every time we make a change to the bike, we should check things out, and see if the bike 
still has the same capabilities in handling and safety.  This happened to me just last night, as I installed a simple 
power cord to my handlebar mounted GPS unit, because my GPS battery life was growing shorter and shorter.  
My first routing of the cord accidentally bound the handlebars from making a full "locked" turn to the left, and would 
have effected my next tight turn, (or ripped out the cord) possibly at the worst possible moment.  I cannot tell you 
the number of ERC students I have seen on their own bikes, where the handle-
bars hit their legs on a full turn, forcing them to move their legs out of the way 
during that maneuver.  All because they didn't think to check things out! 
Remember... The 4 "Preps" are always in play! 
Always looking forward to learning new stuff!   
Take care and God bless you all. 
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As many of you know the Officer Certification Program is now available on line.  For those of you that can’t attend 
one of the “in person” OCP classes that are offered throughout the year, please contact us to get started on your on 
line OCP class. 
 
If you are becoming an Officer at the end of this year, you must participate in either the on line OCP or a live OCP 
class.  Please contact John and myself for more details on both types of class. 
 
John and I have been thinking about holding a Horizon Program sometime in the very near future.  Please email us 
at kingkone@aol.com if you think you are interested in this very informative program.  Here is some information on 
what the Horizon Program is: 
 
The GWRRA Chapter Director Horizons Program is a two-day learning experience designed for new or currently 
serving Chapter Directors, Assistants and their spouses.  It consists of a series of classroom presentations and 
work group sessions.  The program includes such topics as GWRRA Organization and Philosophies; Officer Expec-
tations, Realities, and Responsibilities.  Individual Personal Profiles: Communications Skills and Techniques; Plan-
ning, Organizing, and Conducting Effective Chapter Meetings, Gatherings, and Events:  The Office/Spouse Rela-
tionship and Partnership; and several other important topics.   
 
The goals of this program are to imbed in the Officer the idea that attitude is everything.  Further, those that gradu-
ate from the program will understand and appreciate the concept of motivational leadership and the GWRRA phi-
losophy of caring and sharing.   
 
The Horizon Program also improves the ability to communicate confidently and effectively in group and individual 
situations.   You will also have a practical experience in planning and conducting different types of Chapter meet-
ings, gatherings and activities. 
 
So if you are interested, please email us at the address above. 
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It's getting closer to the end of the riding season, and we need to start thinking about what training we want to do 
over the cold winter months coming up.  This training also needs to include First Aid and CPR.   
 
We have instructors now throughout the state and two kits available, so, we now have the ability to offer more 
classes to our membership.  But we need to plan and coordinate these classes so that the materials will be available 
to you when you need/want them.  As such, we need to start planning now for these classes.  
 
If you want to have an MFA class the first step is to come up with a couple of proposed dates and have your Rider 
Educator forward those dates to the District Rider Educator, Marty Hall, who will then forward them onto the District 
MFA Coordinator.  The District MFA Coordinator will then arrange for an instructor for your class.  The instructor will 
then be in contact with your Rider Educator to get the class roster put together and collect the monies.  The roster 
and money must be turned into Region at least 1 month prior to the class date to ensure that the student workbooks 
and other class materials can be ordered and on hand by the date of the class. 
 
I would encourage everyone to take the class, even if you still have time before your expiration because this past 
spring MFA came out with a revised and updated program.  If you have taken an MFA class in the past, you will find 
that things have changed. (Don't they always?)  Also, another good reason for taking the class again is the simple 
fact that if you do not use something that you have learned there is a tendency for you to forget what we have 
learned. 
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To submit/update Chapter Events, 

 email: modirect_2011@sbcglobal.net 
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