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             This being the peak riding season, many of you are traveling around 
this great nation of ours.  Whether you travel the interstate highways, the 
back roads, or the city streets, there is so much to see and experience.  In 
your travels take the time to reach out and get to know fellow “Wingers”.  
Who knows, you may even meet one of your neighbors or a friend for life. 
             The next two months are filled with many planned events across our 
Region, District, and our Chapters.  Everyone have FUN, but SAFE travels. 
             WOW, was that a FUN Wing Ding?  We had a great time visiting with 
all of you and our new found friends.  We would like to THANK all of you that 
assisted with security Saturday at Wing Ding, you represented Missouri well. 
Several people even commented that Missouri sure knows how to have 
FUN. 
             While working security at Wing Ding, a gentleman (from a neighbor-
ing state who I had never met before) come up to me and stated “Your right, 
it is like a large dish of Ice Cream.”  At first I didn’t know what the guy was 
talking about, then it dawned on me.  It was my statement in last months 
newsletter “GWRRA is like eating a large dish of Ice Cream, VERY COOL, 
VERY SWEET and the topping is all the FRIENDS.”   I see this as proof that 
we are spreading the word about GWRRA, Region “E”, Missouri District, our 
Chapters, and our members.  Thanks to ALL of you!  

There are still tickets available for Missouri District’s First Annual 
GWRRA Night at the Springfield Cardinals  August 22 nd in Springfield, 
MO.  What a GREAT way to spread the word about our M.A.D. program. 
Ticket sales will benefit Missouri District M.A.D. (Motorist Awareness Divi-
sion) For tickets and/or information contact: Skip Shannon 417-830-4426 
backfist1@sbcglobal.net  COME AND JOIN US!  Call a friend to come and 
have a FUN evening with your GWRRA family. 

At the Region “E” Rally September 5th & 6th our Missouri District Cou-
ple of the Year, Glenn and Carol White, will be competing in the Region Cou-
ple of the Year competition.  Mark your calendar to come and support Glenn 
and Carol.  Glenn and Carol have represented Missouri well in many differ-
ent positions over the years and continue to do so as District C.O.Y. and as 
Chapter Directors of Chapter “B2”.  GOOD LUCK Glenn and Carol! 

 

Reminder:  Your Missouri District Staff is here to 
assist and support you . 
           Thank you Chapter Directors for submitting your Monthly 
Chapter Activity Reports timely.  We appreciate it!  
 
THANKS for all that you do ,     
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IN MY SADDLEBAGS  
 
 

Jokingly, many of my friends claim that any emergency/specialty 
items needed during a motorcycle trip with me can be found “in 
my saddlebags.”  While I do tend to pack the unusual “life-
savers” in my saddlebags while traveling (spare parts, tools, di-
agnostic equipment, etc.), I reference my childhood under a Ma-
rine Corps Colonel father, that taught me to always prepare for 
the unexpected, and your outcome will more than likely be bet-
ter!  This thinking also supports why many of us participate in 
CPR and First Aid classes each year, hoping to never use the 
information.  Unfortunately, during my most recent winding road 
trip to Wing Ding in Tulsa, I wasn’t fully prepared!  Sorry Dad!  
Please let me explain, and I promise there is no blood and gore. 
 
A small group of us decided to take our time traveling down to 
Wing Ding this year in Tulsa, and not take the obvious Highway 
44 super-slab fast track.  Ride leaders mapped out a beautiful 
winding path of scenic less traveled roads for our planned two-
day trek starting Monday morning, and we all agreed on our 
route and planned time frames.  Our two-day excursion to Tulsa, 
stopping overnight in Carthage for the Precious Moments 
chapel, was ready to go! 
 
I naturally checked all my “saddlebag” gear for my spare emer-
gency items, and to be sure I had items needed for any situation: 
(obviously I didn’t succeed, or I wouldn’t be writing about it).  I 
wouldn’t be traveling with a co-rider, so the saddlebag areas 
were all mine.  The only thing I found was my tire patch kit out-
dated and the glue and items hardened from the time in there 
with no usage.  Oh well, I had never needed it before, so I made 
no real effort to replace it before the trip.  Mistake #1!  I refer-
ence my father’s previous words of wisdom. 
 
Our ride started out beautifully, with the usual stories and events 
that we will retell for the coming years of new “out of context” 
quotes that make everyone around you wonder what is going on, 
and of course beautiful scenes of nature and treetop covered by-
ways in our beautiful state of Missouri.  Somewhere during that 
first day, along our selected Highway 42 path, I noticed my 99 
GL1500SE rear-end handling in the corners getting a little 
“squirrelly” (technical term), but attributed it to “tar-snakes”, a 
possible trailer item weigh shift, or a needed adjustment in my 
rear suspension, and made a note to myself to check it out dur-
ing our next “leg stretch”.  Mistake #2!  When your bike is talking 
to you … stop and listen. 
 
At our rest stop in a local gas station, upon dismounting my bike, 
I visually checked my tires.  The ground was dirty and oily, so I 
didn’t get down and check pressure and tread like I normally do 
before each days ride, but all looked ok.  Mistake #3!  Maybe it 
was the trailer load?  I adjusted some items in the trailer and 
checked the tongue weight with my handy fish scale from the 
saddlebag.  Tongue weight seemed good.  Maybe it was my 
suspension?  I added a little more to “tighten” it up, and figured I 
was good to go!  The group geared up and all of us gave our 
“ready to go” sign to the ride leader (hand on the windshield top), 
and we all started pulling out of the gas station.  Our drag bike, 
Bob Phelps, pulled out first to allow the group to get out, and bot-
tomed out the hitch of his trike on the curb of the station, but no 
harm no foul.  When my turn came, I then also bottomed out my 
hitch on the curb of the station, and realized something was not 
right with my ride.  Bob heard and saw my exit, and immediately 
noticed that my rear tire was not properly inflated … in other 
words, pretty flat! 
 
I pulled off and got my baby up on the center stand, and started 
doing what I should have accomplished at the gas station.  Spin 

 
ning the tire, I find a ground off rod of some kind in my tread, and 
was now down to 5 pounds of pressure.  I refer you back to Mis-
take #1.  Oh well, now what?  No tire kit, and miles to the near-
est town, Osage Beach, big enough to have a dealer for a new 
tire. 
 
I decided to “limp” into Osage Beach, at slow speed, refilling with 
air pressure when needed from the slow leak, while the rest of 
the group went ahead to find and set up an appointment for me 
for a new tire.  Bob Phelps, our drag bike, remained with me, 
and escorted me in.  I didn’t label our Monday departure date as 
a mistake, because I didn’t know that most all motorcycle dealer-
ships are closed on Sundays and Mondays.  For future knowl-
edge, this little tidbit of information will remain with me. 
 
Luckily for me, Surdyke Yamaha in Osage Beach is also a boat 
dealer, and remains open on Mondays for the boating crowd.  I 
will summarize my experience at Surdyke Yamaha, as excellent, 
even though it took a little while to get back on the road.  They 
not only found me a new Dunlop Elite III, they went and got it for 
me at another shop, got me into the shop immediately, and then 
only charged me a minimal cost for parts and labor!  I cannot say 
enough good things about this shop, and Tom the Service Man-
ager.  The “rod” turned out to be a brand new 3/16” concrete drill 
bit, with the shank ground off, and the drill threads inside my tire.  
I’m keeping it as a constant reminder of what could have hap-
pened. 
 
No one should be surprised by this next statement about our fel-
low GWRRA riders, but I believe it needs to be said, that my 
group did not go on without me, even though I pleaded that I 
would catch up to them, and didn’t want to spoil their travel ar-
rangements.  That’s called family! 
 
Needless to say, while I may be slightly embarrassed about the 
items that I carry in my saddlebag for anyone else who happens 
into a situation they weren’t prepared for, I now carry a new 
emergency tire plug kit for “limping” into a service shop. 
 
Recapping the fact that I am human: 
Mistake #1 – While we cannot prepare 
for everything, do whatever you need 
to do to keep yourself safe! 
 
Mistake #2 – When something doesn’t 
seem correct, stop and check it out. 
The group will understand.  Thy are 
family and wouldn’t want to see any 
thing bad happen to you. 
 
Mistake #3  – When performing 
TCLOCS inspection on your bike, 
NEVER skip steps and assume every-
thing is ok. 
 

Take care and God bless you and yours, 
Marty Hall 
Missouri Rider Educator 
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             We were fortunate to take four days traveling to Wing 
Ding before arriving in Tulsa.   We rode Highway 7 in Arkansas.  
We endured everything from temperatures up to 101 degrees, 
wind, rain and hail, to just good riding times.   We took a trip over 
Magazine Mountain, the highest point in Arkansas, and walked 
through the Lodge while there. 
              We incurred the wind, rain, and hail in Joan, Arkansas.  
Now Joan is not a large town,  -one gas-grocery store, church, 
fire station, and one house.   But God provided us some shelter 
at just the right time so we could be out of the weather and some 
had their bikes under the small gas station canopy.   After two 
hours we were able to resume our travels, but the roads had lots 
of limbs and leaves strewn over it, so we had to ride even more 
aware. 
              We rode the Talimena Scenic Trail, a National Scenic 
Byway, and stayed one evening at Queen Wilhelmina State Park 
on top of the mountain range.  It was cooler up there and the 
scenery was delightful.  There’s a little railroad that encom-
passes the park and we took a ride on that hoping to see some 
of their “bad bears” that were in the area, but alas we didn’t get 
to see the bears.  They had all of the hiking trails closed due to 
the “bad bears.”  I guess they really were bad. 
              We spent one evening in Oklahoma City and visited the 
National Monument where the Arthur P. Murrah Building was 
bombed.  That was a somber, but very memorable memorial.  
We then rode Route 66 to Tulsa and arrived at Wing Ding in time 
for the International Couple of the Year Selection.  Region E’s 
Couple of the Year, Jim and Eta Chapman, did a wonderful job, 
but they were not selected as the International Couple.  Our con-
gratulations to Alan and Caroline Little of Region N who were 
selected as the International Couple of the Year.   
              Wing Ding in Tulsa was very warm to say the least, but 
we were fortunate to have all the vendors under one roof in air 
conditioning and even when we worked security, we were able 
to be in the air conditioning.  “Show your armband, please”.  
How easy a job is that??? 
              Next year, Wing Ding will again be close to home for us 
here in Missouri.  It will be held in Des Moines, Iowa.  Make your 
plans now to go and enjoy visiting the vendors, meeting old 
friends, making new friends, and just having a good time in the 
Midwest. 
              We finished riding Route 66 to the eastern part of Okla-
homa and then journeyed the rest of the way, glad to be home 
after another wonderful ride with friends and family. 
              We hope each and everyone one of you will plan to be 
at Region E’s Rally in the Quad Cities over Labor Day weekend 
and hope that you will cheer us on as we are in the selection 
process for the Region E Couple of the Year.   
 
Warm Hugs 
Glenn & Carol 
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It’s not too early to start planning on attending the 2010 
Missouri State Rally.  We welcome those that wish to 
send in their registration early.  Get your rally flyer from 
www.gwrramo.org and send it to us.  Who knows you 
might be the winner of the $250.00 for the Dub Card draw-
ing! 
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2009 Missouri District Calendar of Events 
http://www.mogwrra.org 

To submit/update Chapter Events, e-mail: lsschell_20@yahoo.com 
 

 
 

 
July 31-Aug 1, 2009      Illinois District Rally The Oakley-Lindsey Center Quincy, IL 
                                       Contact: Steve and Sandy Schager 617-985-6687 
 
              
 
August 6-8, 2009           Iowa District Rally “Come Fly with Iowa”  Ames, Iowa  
                                       Contact: Mike and Linda Huppenbauer ������������	
 
August 16, 2009             Chapter I Fun Run Cape Girardeau, MO Contact: Johnnie Haupt 573-275-6580 
 
August 22, 2009             “GWRRA Night” at the Springfield Cardinals.  Ticket sales will benefit Missouri District 
                                       MAD (motorist awareness division).  For tickets and/or information contact:  Skip Shannon  
                                       417-830-4426  BackfistOne@gmail.com or Laverne & Shirley Schell 417-889-0321          
 
August 27-30, 2009       Kansas District Rally Abilene, KS Contact: Gary and Susan Drake 785-828-4801 
 
 
 
Sept. 4 – 6, 2009            Region E Rally 5th Season Hotel & Convention Center 6902 27th Street, 

Moline, IL phone 309-762-8811 Contact: Dave and Gwen Carter 815-477-9893 
 

Sept. 19, 2009                Chapter K Harvest Moon Ride Contact: Ryan and Mary Tinkler 816-318-9829 
 
Sept. 20, 2009                St. Louis Ride for Kids Cottleville, MO Contact: Norm Riekena 636-278-4090 
 
Sept. 26, 2009                Missouri District Annual Appreciation Picnic Place: Rolla Lion’s Club Park in Rolla, MO
                                       Time: 11:00—3:00 (eat at 1:00)  Contact Laverne & Shirley Schell 417-889-0321 
 
 
 
October 3, 2009              Chapter B2 – Ol’e Time Apple Festival Versailles, MO  

Contact: Glenn and Carol White 573-378-7100 
 

October 4, 2009              A to Z Poker Run Contact Tom Stewart 636-461-1681 
 
October 13-18, 2009      Chapter O Down the Natchez Trace to Mississippi Dist. Rally  

Contact: Joe and Joyce Long 636-661-5309 
 

October 17, 2009           Chapter W Toy Run for Salvation Army Contact: Norm and Sandy Sallee 573-886-7811 
 
October 22-24, 2009      Oklahoma District Rally Muskogee, OK Contact: Rick and Robin Greninger 918-272-9055 
 
 
 
November 1, 2009         Chapter O Fall Color Ride Contact: Joe and Joyce Long 636-661-5309 
 


